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Block 1. From questionnaire to SPSS saved file 1.5 Utilities

1.5.2 Exercise: Checking your data file [Draft only: 29 May 2013]

Previous tutorial 1.5.1 Checking SPSS (saved) data files
Exemplar: al4gb1975.sav (Quality of Life in Britain 1975: click to download)

There are various ways of using SPSS to check the content and structure of your data files. Some
are available in both the GUI and syntax, some in syntax only, some in GUI only. Some produce
output, some don't. If you don't want any output you can simply to eyeball the Data Editor.

Another is to produce frequency counts and/or descriptive statistics. Some produce syntax and
output, others are only available in syntax, others but, for preferably nominal or ordinal variables, or
scale variables with not too many values the GUI provides a particularly useful and very quick way
to check your variable labels, measurement levels, variable types, data values, value labels and
raw counts. This facility produces no syntax and no output

This example looks at four questions on housing from the 1975 Quality of life in Britain survey

QA.1 In what year was this (house/flat)builrt?
(GET BEST ESTIMATE IF RESPONDENT DOES
NOT KNOW EXACT DATE) <OBE_{ 0.0,
1899 or earlier 1 (7)
1500-1918 2
(IF NECESSARY PROMPT): Was 1t..... ceed? —— 1919-1944 )
(RING conE) 1945-1964 4
1965 or later 5
{Don't know) 9
QA.2 Tow many years have you been
1ving in this house/flat)? hY
(RECORD NUMBER OF COMPLETE YEARS, 7 ROEIN 0-0:0-1(8)-(s)
IF LESS THAN ONE YEAR, WRITE '0'.
IF "BORN H [1) "
ERE", TICK BOK) 3 Born here" []
Qa3 FOR EACH ITEM BELOW ASK:
: A
R o e MK (A)Do you have}(B)Is it shared? 0.U.0.
IF "YES" ASK:
(B) Is 1t shared with another householdq No Yes | Yes No
a) a fixed bath or shower with a hot
water supply 0 ASK B L 2 (10
b) a flush toilet inside the house 0 ASK B 1 2 (11)
c) a kitchen separate from living
rooms. 0 ASK B 1 2 (l2)
QA4 How often, 1f at all, do (any of) you <ont L3
ever eat main meals in the kitchen or Always L
use 1t as a living room? Most times 2
(RING CODE) Sometimes 3
Rarely 4
Never 5
_Can't/kitchen too smalll &
No separate kitchen/ T
Not applicable 8
(Don't know) 9

Data were entered as numeric in columns 7 - 13 on record 1 (one column per variable for QAL,
QA3 and QA4 and two columns for QA2) using the positional naming convention to yield var107,

varl08, var110 to var113.


http://surveyresearch.weebly.com/uploads/2/9/9/8/2998485/ql4gb1975.sav

With the Data Editor open:

*ql4gb1975jfh (17 03 2103).sav [DataSetd] - IBM SPSS Statistics Data Editor
File Edit View Data Transform Analyze Direct Marketing Graphs Utilites Add-ons Window Help

SHe I -~ B0 8 B

| Name | Type | Wwidth | Decimals|
1 serial MNumeric 4 0
2 var107 Numeric 1 0 QA1 Year dwelling built
= var108 Numeric 2 0 Q.A2 Years resided in dwelling
4 var110 Numeric 1 0 (.A3a Fixed bath or shower with hot water
D) var111 Numeric 1 0 Q. A3b Flush toilet inside dwelling
6 var112 Numeric 1 0 Q. A3c Separate kitchen
7 var113 Numeric 1 0 Q.A4 Kitchen used for meals
8 var114 Numeric 1 0 Q. ASa How get hot water for kitchen
9 var115 Numeric 1 0 Q. A5b How get hot water for bath

Click on: Data > Define Variable Properties
[Full specs on: Help > Core System > Data preparation > Defining Variable Properties]

43 QiagBIOTS/M (17 03 2103) sav [DotaSerd] - IEM $9S Stasissics Dt £¢
fle Ect View Data Transform Analyze Dwect Marketng Graph

'i“oH.".}'.‘mmngrm .

e
':’. 2 Set Measurement Leved for Unknown

social| IR Copy Data Properties
var10] ¥ New Custom Attritete QA1
vart0{ B Define Dates :QA2
vart 10§l Oefie Mutigle Resporse Sets Q Al
var il Vakdeton ’ OA3t

- “wd

W s W N -

- e

For a single variable click on it in the left pane and transfer it to the right pane by clicking on the
blue arrow. For contiguous variables, click on the first one, then scroll down and [SHIFT] click on
the last one. For non-contiguous variables click on the first variable, then [CTRL] click on the
others. These are contiguous, so:

#2 Define Variable Properties e Define Variable Properties Define Variable Properties

* Use this facility to label variable values and set other * Use this facility to label variable values and set other * Use this facility to label variable values and set other

= properties after scanning the data. =~ properties after scanning the data. ~= properties after scanning the data.
Select the variables to scan. They should be Select the variables to scan. They should be Select the variables to scan. They should be
categorical (nominal or ordinal) for best results. You categorical (nominal or ordinal) for best results. You categorical (nominal or ordinal) for best results. You
Variables: Variables to Scan Variables: Variables to Scan Variables: Variables to Scan:
& serial = & serial = & serial = all var107
ol var107 allvarto7 & varl14 & var108
& vari08 & vari08 & var115 ol var110
dllvart10 dllvar110 & varl16 allvart 11
vart 1t allvartt & vart17 dlvart12
allvar112 dllvart12 & varl1g ll vart 13
allvar113 (ol var113 & varl19
& varli4 dvarl14 all var120
& varl1s & var115 ol var121
& var116 & vari16 ol var122
& vart17 5 & varl17 = & var12a =
[J Limit number of cases scanned to [ Limit number of cases scanned to: [ Limit number of cases scanned to:
¥ Limit number of values displayed to ¥ Limit number of values displayed to: ¥ Limit number of values displayed to:

(o) ) o (o) L) e ] (o) ot |

2


http://127.0.0.1:52462/help/nav/0
http://127.0.0.1:52462/help/nav/0_0
http://127.0.0.1:52462/help/topic/com.ibm.spss.statistics.help/data_prep.htm
http://127.0.0.1:52462/help/topic/com.ibm.spss.statistics.help/idh_dvp_gating.htm

Clicking on a variable in the left pane enables you to check which values (if any) have been
declared as missing, how many cases there for each value and whether the values have labels.

Define Variable Properties @
Scanned Varable List Current Variable:  |var107 Label: |Q.A1 Year dwelling built |
Unl_. |Me,,, ‘Ru\e |Vaﬂable | = H ] -
o~ varior o Measurement Level: |l Ordi... Suggest Type: |Numeric ~ -
B ol N vart1t .
B Ml N var113 Role: Width: |1 ‘Qecwmals: 0 |
B & ~ varlis
Unlabeled values: |:| [ Aftributes.... ]
Value Label grid: 'i“ Enter or edit labels in the grid. You can enter additional values at the bottom.
s
‘ Changed ‘ Missing ‘ Count ‘ Value Label
1] ] |} 129 11899 or earlier
2| O 0 110 21900 - 1918
3] ] [ 288 31919 - 1944
4] 5| g 245 41945 - 1964
5 = [ 124 51965 or later
| 8| ] [ 36 9
7] [} =]
il [F |
Copy Properties Unlabeled Values
Cases scanned:
. [Erom Ancther Variable..|  (To Other Variables... Automatic Labels
Value list limit: = = =
(o] (Gancel| [ i |
*2 Define Variable Properties @
Scanned Variable List Current Variable:  (var108 Label: |O,A2 Years resided in dwelling |
Unl... |Me... ‘Ru\e |Varlable . — -
d S varior ' Measurement Level: & Scale Suggest Type: |Numeric - -
B ¢ M [arios ]
@ gl ™ vart10 Role: Width: |2 ‘Qecwma\s: 0
B ol N varltl
B A N vartiz Unlabeled values: ( Attributes J
B ol N varl13
Value Label grid: ’i" Enter or edit labels in the grid. You can enter additional values at the bottom.
w
Changed | Missing ‘ Count | Value Label ‘
1] [ ] a7 0 =
2] [ a 38 1
3] [ a 65 2
4 B a 78 3
5] B ] 69 4
6| ] a 65 5
7] [} | 40 6
8 ] ] 38 7
Y &} [} 28 8 =
il vy i = an a
A7 [+]
Copy Properties Unlabeled Values
Cases scanned:
L (Erom Another Variable.|  (To Other Variables... Automatic Labels
Value list limit: = = =

Scroll down to see full range of values for years lived in house:

#2 Define Variable Properties @
Scanned Variable List Current Variable:  |var108 Label: |O,A2 Years resided in dwelling ‘
" ‘le"' ‘R,ille ‘\\:’:rr;%l?r\e |T Measurement Level: |¢® Scale ~ | Suggest Type: Numeric - -

B ¢ “ parl08 J
E Ml N varlio Role: Width: ‘2 |Qecwmal5: 0 ‘
B i N varttt
% g : var112 Unlabeled values: [ Attributes.... ]
= var113
alue Label grid: ' Enter or edit labels in the grid. You can enter additional values at the bottom.
Value Label grid ¥ E edit label he grid. Y ddi | vall he b
o
Changed | Missing | Count ‘ Value Label ‘
52| @O [a 2 56 B
55| B 0 1 57
.56 0 ] 1 58
| 57| ] 0 1 60
| 58| ] ] 2 61
| 59| O O 1 62
60 0 ] 2 66
61] ] Il 6 99
=] |62 ] a >
11 [H]
c ed Copy Properties Unlabeled Values
ases scanned:
Voo it i (Erom Another Variable..| | To Other Variables... Automatic Labels




*2 Define Variable Properties

Scanned Variable List

Unl... |Me... ‘Ru\e |Varlable

M N varlo7?
=] N harfii
B ol N varl1d
B & M varlis

Current Variable:  |var111 Label ‘Q,Aﬂb Flush toilet inside dwelling |
- Measurement Level: Aordi. - Suggest Type: |Numeric - -
J
Role: Width: |1 ‘Qecwmals; 0 ‘
Unlabeled values: { Attributes . ]

Value Label grid: "‘ Enter or edit labels in the grid. You can enter additional values at the bottom.
o

| Changed | Missing ‘ Count ‘ Value Label

1] =] [} 70 0MNone

2] & [} 19 1 Shared use

3 ] |} 825 2 Exclusive use

4 0 I 0 8

5 & E 18 9

6] o (]

=
41 [+]
Copy Propertie: Unlabeled Values
Cases scanned:
o [From Ancther Variable.| [ To Other Variables.. | { Automatic Labels

Value list limit:

#3 Define Variable Properties

Scanned Variable List Current Variable:  |var113 Label: ‘Q,A4 Kitchen used for meals ‘
Unl... |Me... ‘Ro\e |Var\able . - -
d S varlio =] Measurement Level: Al Ordi... Suggest Type:  Numeric - =
B ol N vartid
® ol ™ wvart12 Role: Width: ‘1 |Qeuma|s: 0 ‘
B gl N i3
B & > varlld Unlabeled values: ( Attributes |
B & N vartis
Value Label grid: "“ Enter or edit labels in the grid. You can enter additional values at the bottom.
L
| Changed ‘ Missing ‘ Count ‘ Value Label ‘
KN =] 189 1 Always
2| =] 0o 116 2 Most times
3] =] [m] 140 3 Sometimes
4] =] ] 56 4 Rarely
5 | O [} 371 & Never
6| ] ] 56 6 Kitchen too small
71 ] I« 5 8
8] ] i« 0 9
=9 0 O
11 I
Copy Properti Unlabeled Values
Cases scanned: [py i l [ l "
F Another Variable... To Other Variables... Automatic Labels
Value list limit: fom g

#2 Define Variable Properties

Scanned Variable List

Unl__. |Me,,, |Rnle ‘Vanab\e
RICII |

=] S vart10
&) N vart11
B A N ovarti2
= o N varli3
B & N parlid
B & N varlis

Current Variable:  |[var114 Label: |Q.A5a How get hot water for kitchen |
| Measurement Level: | g No... = || Suggest Type: ’m‘ B

Role: Width: [1 | Decimas: [0 |

Unlabeled values: [ Aftributes... ]

Value Label grid: "“ Enter or edit labels in the grid. You can enter additional values at the bottom.
s

‘ Changed | Missing | Count | Value Label
N J 589 1 Central tank
2] O 302 2 Geyser
13 =] & 28 3 Heat it by self
4| [} 0 3 4 Other
5| O IF 0 8
6| ] o 0 9
7] a a
[ETI M
Copy Propertie: Unlabeled Values
Cases scanned:
[ From Another Varisble.|  [To Other Variables__ | { [ Automatic Labels |
Value list limit:

End of exercise 1.5.2: Checking your data file

[Back to Block 1 menu]

or [Forward to Block 2 menul]
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http://surveyresearch.weebly.com/block-1-from-questionnaire-to-spss-saved-file.html
http://surveyresearch.weebly.com/block-2-analysing-one-variable.html

