John F Hall, born 1940, read Classics, later Social Anthropology, Gonville and
Caius College, Cambridge, graduated 1963. Diploma in Education, Durham Univ 196l.
Taught English and Liberal Studies at Openshaw Technical College, Manchester, for
one year, then worked for 3 years on the Work and Home survey at Salford Univ.
Two years lecturing on Social Research Methods in the postgraduate Department of
Transportation and Envirommental Planning was followed by six years with the
Social Science Research Council Survey Unit where he was responsible with

Mark Abrams for the British Quality of Life Surveys. Author of one of the
earliest British survey analysis programs (for English Electric KDF-9) he has
always been active on the computing and quantitative front. Secretary of the
Study Group on Computers in Survey Analysis from T1-73 and latterly Chairman of
the UK 5PSS Users Group (UKSUG) he organised the final design conference for
SCSS at LSE in 197L. Editor of the Quantitative Sociology Newsletter and UKSUG
Newsletter he is convenor of the British Sociological Association Survey Research
(roup and the British member of the Board of Directors of Research Committee 33
(Logic and Methodology) of the Internaticnal Scciclogical hssocation. He is an
active member of the Market Research Soclety and the BSA, having served on a
mumber of committees and organised several conferences in the area of social
research or computing, When the SSRC Survey Unit closed in 1976, he went to
the Polytechnic of North Londen as Principal Lecturer in Sociology and Head of
the Social Research and Planning option of a revolutionary new L-year degree

in Applied Social Studies. He is also Director of the Survey Research Unit at
the Polytechnic which has taken over most of the functions of the old SSRC unit
and runs gpecialist postgraduate courses in survey methods, computing and

statistics for social researchers, as well as an annual North London Area Survey.



