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Notes on the teaching data set for British Social Attitudes 2004 (UK Data Services SN 6096,) 

 
As used in Marsh  & Elliott, "Exploring Data" (2008)  
    
John Hall        (Draft only: 11 Feb 2014) 

 
SPSS saved file bsa2004_teach.sav is a subset of 49 variables from the main survey.  It is one of 
five data sets used in the book and you need to be a registered user to access it.  However, you do 
not need the actual file to be able to follow and understand these notes. 
 
Extract from userguide: 
 

Exploring Data 2nd edition: The Teaching Datasets 
 
The five datasets documented here contain much more information than was used in the text or the 

exercises of the second edition of óExploring Dataô. It is hoped that they will provide interesting 

material for you to explore using the SPSS package. The data has been taken from several different 

sources and all the datasets are available in machine-readable form for teaching purposes from the 

ESRC Data Archive at the University of Essex. Brief documentation about the variables in each dataset 

is provided here but fuller information about the studies from which the data has been extracted are 

given in the chapter in which the dataset is first used and on the website for the book 

http://polity.co.uk/exploringdata . Readers are referred to the original sources for the complete 

documentation of the data. 

 

Many of the datasets that are available to researchers from the ESRC Data Archive contain literally 

hundreds, and sometimes thousands, of variables. This can make them unwieldy and daunting for 

students and junior researchers to use. The datasets documented here have therefore been specifically 

designed for students in that they include only a small subset of the original variables. However there 

has been no sub-setting of the total number of cases in the datasets so the results obtained from 

analysing them will be the same as results obtained when analysing the full datasets available from the 

archive. 

 
 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=6096&type=Data%20catalogue
http://surveyresearch.weebly.com/marsh-and-elliott-2008.html
http://www.esds.ac.uk/doc/6096/mrdoc/pdf/6096userguide.pdf
http://polity.co.uk/exploringdata
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Data from the British Social Attitudes survey are only used in chapter 12 and then only for 
modelling.  There is only one 3-way tabulation: the rest are proportions for modelling.  The onlu 
tabulations (for YCS11) are in chapter 6 and only produced with GUI, not syntax (p 123 and figs 
6.5, 6.6). 
 
File: bsa2004_teach.sav  (UKDS SN 6096, 77 kb) 
 
On opening (in Variable View): 
 

 
 
Scroll to end, or Ctrl + End: 
 

 
 
There are 49 variables in the file. 
 
Switch to Data View: 
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Scroll to end, or use Ctrl + End: 
 

 
 
There are 3199 cases in the file. 
 
Back to Variable View: 
 

 
 
Scroll back to top, or use Ctrl + Home: 
 

 
 
You can't see the variable or value labels properly, so you need to widen the Label column by 

placing the cursor over the right hand column separator (as with adjusting the page margins in 
Word, a double-headed arrow ŶŸ will appear when the cursor is correctly placed: to make it 
easier to see I've coloured it red in the figures below ŶŸ): 
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                 ŶŸ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . and dragging it to the right until you can see the full label: 
 
 
 
 
                       ŶŸ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scroll down the file to find the longest label: if you can't see it in full, widen the column a bit more 
until you can: 
 
 
 
 
                       ŶŸ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now do the same for the Values column.  Only the first value label is displayed for each variable, 
enclosed in {      } followed by three dots . . .: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
                             ŶŸ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you want to see all the labels for a particular variable, click on the three dots, then on the blue 
box: 
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In the Data Editor, scroll down to find the longest value label [for variable qual1] and widen the 
Value column to accommodate the full label: 
 
 
 
 
                         ŶŸ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The remaining columns have now been pushed out of the Data Editor window, but you don't need 
most of them at this stage.  The only ones that matter for now are the Missing and Measure 
columns.  You don't really need Type, Width or Decimals, so you can move them out of the way 
by dragging them across to the right of the Data Editor.  Highlight all three by holding the left 
mouse button down over Type and dragging it across the the Width and Decimals column 
headings: 
 

 
 
Hold the left mouse button down over any of the headers and drag them across to a position after 
Missing  (a thin red vertical line will indicate the position reached): 
 

 



6 
 

 
Now click on Measure: 
 

 
 
Hold the left mouse button down over Measure and drag the column to the left, to a position 
between Name and Label: 

 

 
 
The file is now easier to navigate and use, but you have not finished yet!   
 
You still need to make some initial checks on the file contents, especially the measurement levels 
and missing values.  A quick check on names and labels can be done with: 
 
File > New > Syntax 
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Type in:  
 
 display labels.   [Don't forget the full stop!] 
 

 
 
[NB: the display command is not available via the GUI] 
 
If you use the SPSS prompts, it will look like this: 
 

 
 

Press the green triangle  or Ctrl+R to execute the command:  SPSS displays a long narrow 

table: 

 
 
 ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
  

  
 
. . . which then needs to be widened via Pivot Tables. 
 
 


