Block 1: From questionnaire to SPSS saved file

[NB:  This page is still under construction and is subject to changes]  

Page last updated 30 March 2010.

Follow the tutorials to create your own raw data, SPSS syntax and SPSS saved files.  However, in case you get stuck, I have also uploaded fall-back versions (see hyperlinks below) of all the files you need for this block.  The session numbers relate to the original course on which they are based and represent what could be achieved within a three-hour timetable slot for teaching/computer-lab/discussion.  With this version you can proceed at your own pace.

Session 1:

Fun questionnaire (two pages) for you to print up and complete (along with up to 9 friends)

1.1.1 Pre-course interests and experience questionnaire
Background reading for first session

1.1.2 The Nature of Survey Data 

1.1.3 Introduction to the use of computers in survey analysis
Demonstration run of SPSS (JFH still working out how best to do this)

Session 2:

Download and print up data transfer sheet for responses to questionnaire(s)
 
1.2.1 Transfer sheet for data from your pre-course questionna​ire(s)

Write in coded responses to transfer sheet (max 10 cases)  
Type in data from transfer sheet to a raw data file (*.txt or *.xls) 
Save raw data file as myclass.txt (or myclass.xls)

Session 3:

Background reading for this session

1.3.1 Conventions for Naming Variables in SPSS
Raw data file (fall-back if you haven't got your own is class.txt ) for use in this session 

1.3.2 Cumulative data for pre-course questionnaire
Tutorial and exercise to read raw data from this file into SPSS Data Editor

1.3.3 Stage 1: From questionnaire to first SPSS saved file

Open SPSS

Open new SPSS syntax file

Read raw data into SPSS

Check contents of Data Editor
Save SPSS syntax file as myclass1.sps
Save SPSS Data Editor as myclass1.sav

Session 4:

Tutorial and exercise to extend data dictionary
. 
1.4.1 Stage 2: Completing your data dictionary

Retrieve saved file from previous session (fall-back is class1.sav)
Add variable and value labels: 
Check contents of Data Editor
Save file again as myclass2.sav

End of Block1                           Next step: Block2: Analysing one variable 
