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Annotated guide to tutorials
This set of tutorials uses data from a survey of fifth formers to demonstrate the construction of scores on a simple set of attitude scales using SPSS commands COUNT and COMPUTE.  Two sets of items are used, one to measure attachment to status quo, the other negative attitudes to women. Two measures are generated for each, one with COUNT and the other with COMPUTE.  All examples are fully worked out using both SPSS syntax and drop-down menus together with embedded facsimile questionnaire extracts and SPSS screen dumps.

All SPSS exercises are performed first in direct syntax, then repeated using drop-down menus.  Each tutorial contains appropriate facsimile extracts from the questionnaire or user manual and proceeds at a gentle pace with full SPSS screen-dumps at each step.
I never used artificial data in any of my classes.  This example is taken from a survey done in a North London comprehensive school (11-18 mixed) by three of my undergraduate students for their 2nd year group dissertation
.
You can download a facsimile of the full original questionnaire Fifth form questionna​ire and the SPSS saved file Fifth Form Survey containing the original basic data with full dictionary information, but no derived variables.  There is a User Manual Playground to Politics: Users' Manual (Hall & Walker 1982) containing frequency counts for all variables, basic coding information and a facsimile of the original questionnaire.  

If some of the naming and labelling looks a bit odd, it's because in 1981 there were limitations on the number of characters allowed, 8 in variable names, 40 in variable labels and 20 in value labels (only 16 in two blocks of 8 in column headings).  The original labels were all in block capitals, but most have since been modified to lower case.
The scales used were intended to measure:

1:
Teenagers' attachment to the status quo

2:
Negative attitudes to women.

The tutorials are in Word *.doc format, but initially display as iPaper, and have hopefully been kept short enough to download without overloading your computer or your capacity to absorb the content or to follow the logic, sequence and mechanics of the procedures used.  
The layout has been optimised for printing on A4 paper (but viewing on-screen saves trees!)  All screendumps, tables and facsimile questionnaire pages can be reduced or enlarged to your taste or pagesize by clicking on them and dragging the corners with the left mouse button.
All tutorials and related materials are available for free download.

COUNT and COMPUTE - Preliminar​y notes


(1.92 mb, 24 Sep 2009)

The data to be used are from a survey of fifth-formers in a North London comprehensive school (11-18 mixed). This is background information on the survey. The following exercises create derived variables containing scores on two simple attitude scales, one to measure teenagers' attachment to the status quo, the other to measure attitudes to women. 

Attachment to status quo
Data checks 1 - Status quo




(0.99 mb, 24 Sep 2009)

Goes through preliminary data checks needed on questionnaire items to be used to create an index of teenagers' attachment to status quo.
The COUNT command 1 - Attachment to status quo

(1.32 mb, 1 Oct 2009)

Uses SPSS command COUNT to create a new variable by counting the number of times a value or set of values occurs in a given set of variables. For example, in the fifth form survey, four items are replicated from a scale developed by Himmelweit to measure "attachment to status quo" among teenagers. This tutorial constructs a crude index of this attitude by counting the number of "Tend to agree" or "Strongly agree" responses to these items.
The COMPUTE command 1 - Attachment to status quo

(1.32 mb, 1 Oct 2009)

Four items from a scale developed by Himmelweit to measure "attachment to status quo" among teenagers are replicated. SPSS command COMPUTE creates a much more accurate and useful score by combining all the responses for each item, so that disagreement can be taken into account as well as agreement, and also the level of agreement or disagreement.
Sexism

Data checks 2 - Sexism




(2.0 mb, 24 Sep 2009)

Goes through preliminary data checks needed on questionnaire items to be used to create an index of sexism.  In the fifth form survey, one question consists of 14 statements measuring opinions about women, some negative, some positive, with which pupils can agree or disagree on a 4-point scale. Nine of these items, five of which are negative and four positive, will be used to construct an index of "Sexism" (negative attitudes to women). 
The COUNT command 2 - Sexism




(2.39 mb, 1 Oct 2009)

In the fifth form survey, it is possible to construct an index of "Sexism" (negative attitudes to women) from nine items, five of which are negative and four positive. To be a sexist a pupil must agree with the negative items and disagree with the positive items. SPSS command COUNT is used to construct an index which counts the number of agreements with the negative items together with the number of disagreements with the positive items.  Using drop-down menus for this is problematic, but is nevertheless demonstrated in full.
The COMPUTE command 2 - Sexism



(1.48 mb, 1 Oct 2009)

In the fifth form survey, SPSS command COMPUTE creates a much superior measure of "Sexism".  COMPUTE is better because it uses all the responses for each item, so that disagreement can be taken into account as well as agreement, and also the level of agreement or disagreement.  However, using COMPUTE to generate a measure of "Sexism" presents an additional problem. Four of the nine items are actually coded the opposite way round to the other five. If added together they simply cancel each other out. For a high score to indicate high sexism, scores on the four positive items first need to be reversed (at least temporarily) before adding the items together.
Feedback on ease of understanding and use of tutorials, please, to:
johnfhall@orange.fr 
� Paul Ahmed, Harriet Cain and Alan Cook Playground to Politics: a study of values and attitudes among fifth formers in a North London comprehensive school  Report on 2nd year project for BA Applied Social Studies (Social Research) Polytechnic of North London, 1982.
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